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Any URLs I mention today will be temporarily listed at walden-family.com/urls



1. My background

• Was a young technologist once

• Always a bit interested in history

• Retired and turned to TeX and computing history



walden-family.com/bbn



For instance, Knuth’s TOACP history and 
bibliography sections
• Vol. 1

• Subroutines, co-routines, interpretative routines, tracing, and buffering

• Trees and other combinatoric ideas

• lists, arrays, strings, stacks, etc.

• Vol. 2

• Babylonian arithmetic

• Floating point notation and arithmetic

• Double precision arithmetic and ways 
of doing division

• Radix conversion methods

• Vol. 3

• Sorting

• Searching

• Hashing



In 2018:  a TeX history with Beeton and Berry
(see walden-family.com/urls)



2. The need I see
• Computing history is passing very fast

• Professional computing historians can collect only 
some of computing that passing computing history

• Computing history is important

• Various forces lead to computing vast swaths of history 
not being collected or even collectable







Where computing 
historians often are

• School of Informatics

• School of Information 
Studies

• Information Science





3. Our special 
qualifications





Other examples:  MIT Archive, Charles Babbage Institute

vcfed.org/wp/festivals/vintagecomputer-festival-east/) 



4. Examples



4A. Create historical content



4B. Save and/or organize historical content



4C. Publish historical content more or less formally

Severo Ornstein:  Computing in the Middle Ages:
A View from the Trenches 1955-1983



4D. Join formal organizations

computerconservationsociety.org



An example of much 
of the above

annals-extras.org/pubs/2020-06-22-lij-sisig-website.pdf
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5. Ideas for the future



5. Ideas for the future

And for this group, ask for and contribute more history in 
TUGboat and more presentations/panels at TUG conferences



Thank you

walden-family.com/texland


