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UNBU)CIUNG AN &S-m TAPE 

Barbara Beeton 
American Math Society 

Several recipients of &S-T@C tapes written for computers other than DEC 10/208 have 
aomplained that the tape format doee not conform to the description supplied with the tape. 
The description specifies W records, fixed blocks, with the implicati6n thst no canhge 
return or line-feed codes are present. In fact, theae tapes contain variable-length records, 
blocked, with each record terminated by a CR/LF. 

Donald C. Wells, of the National Radio Astronomy Observatory, was kind enough to send 
a 1- of a VPX/VMS Fortran program which "reads entire blocke, of arbitrary length, and 
scsns them character by character to build up the proper linee of text. [The] program produces 
an auxilisry & which tabulates the lengths of sll the blocks in the 20 81- on the tape. .. . 
k might be of assistance to aomeone else who is wing a VPX under VMS." 
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COllIllllg 
IF a.cT.0) lRTTE as. -0 -1 L1lgCl:L) 
~ O S E  = 'KHBP' 
IF (nR.Lt.0) SCLOSE = 'DELETE' 
ctoee <WIT=LD, 81A- 
TYPE *, WILE, SCLOSE, -m-, HR 

as, *I -TAPEMARK.* 
IF (ER.GT.0) Go M 10 


